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SEBJECT: Truck Hovements ivom Rorth Vietoan During the
Bombing Pause

i. Between 77 Decomber 1%65 and J1 Jamsary 1068,
the lowal of treeck traffic movieg southk on Lacstian is-
f1itration routes betweeh ¥orih and South Yietoam aver-
sged 22 trucks ger day--twice the aversgs of 13 trucks
par day noviag south on these routes durizg the same
peried one yesar seariier.

A mow and shorter ianfiltration road, Eoete %11,
ﬂn %’u&u in m tau a! 19&5, m m m};iué

[ (&w» Tabls A for éay-to-day traliliec oa
foute 911 and 23 during the bdombing m}*

Z. The obseryed increassd M Leds made possible
By (1) the greater sovemmt of suppllies iato the border
ares of southern Eorth Vietnan ss 8 result of resusption
of daytime activities during the bombing pause snd, (2)
by the extomsive improwenents to the Laotisn rosd setwork
which have besn made in the pant year. Truck tvaffic
ﬁ:ﬁn lacs, however, contimaes io move principally st
»i

3. During the whola of the least wuarter ol 1%€5,
the fiow of supplien into the svuthers provisces of
Horth Vietsan showed a steadily rising rate, with in-
eressed aeployment of sll aveailsble means of tu’lgm
tation-~road, water, and, where possible, rall.

| Rewumption of deyiime activity =es
usdoghtedly increased the alrondy high level of sovoment.
A truck tnﬂiliu from Ruanoi $o South Vietnas, for
exasnle, wvould reguire approrismtely 4 days :tar the trip,
travelling day and aight, as oppossd to about 17 days 1if
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it moved omly st might. MNoreover, resumption of daytime
sctivity bas permitted more rapid repaiy and improve-
nent of transportation routes, further facilitating in-
creaned sovemant of piies. Tor exusple, restorstion
of & railvoad bridge at a fermer anjor tramsloading
point, hos emgblad further southward sovement of supplies
on & pection of the raiiroad south of Hamol.

4. Simce 24 DBecemder, sore than 200 trucks have
bean photogrephod on rosds 313 southern North Yieteem--
most of thes on Boute 15, whieh lends to Bu Gla Pass
and the laotian rosd metwork. Previous photographic
covernge of this ares in 1945 prior to the bombing seuee
bad revealod simest no truck tralfic.

8, Improvements in the iafiltratios netwrk withis
Laos over the past ysar bave raised siguificamtly the
capacity of the Laotisn tramsport system to absorbk in-
creaped guentitiss of supplies froe North Vistmam fov
movement ioto Sowth Vietmem., During the past yesr adl-
tersate routes have hoon Duilt or improved and hypssses—
in some inwtsnces double bypasses-—~have been comstructed
at critica!l choXe peints. A& s remult of these Lmprove~
nasts throughk truck traffic is mow posmible, in dry
wanther, from ¥u Giz "aes to the Laotian border provisces
sdistent 1o South Vietnam.

7. In sddition, the foot trail around the end of
the Demilitarized Zope--& known persosmel iafiltration
route--ns been improved with the addition of many nerrow
bridges over streams und Rand rails aleong its steepsr
graden.

8. A1l aweilable evidence indicates that, 28 & re-
ssit of past pregarations, in both North Vietsas and Laos,
tho Forth Victasmese wore able 1o take full advwantape of
the pause in bosbing to increase the movement of supplies
ia support of operations in Seouth Vietnan.

a2 February 1966
CIA/ORR
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Trucks Chsereed Nevisg Seuth in Laos
27 bes 85 - 31 Jam €6
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AR Le por day 2T Pae @ - 31 Jan 66 2%

syerage per day 47 vee 5% ~ 31 Jam €5 j 1.
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